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The  unders igned ,  du l y  au thor i zed ,  

Convened  under  the  ausp ices  o f  the  Economic  Commiss ion  f o r  Europe  o f  the  Un i ted  

Na t ions ,  

Hav ing  no ted  tha t  on  10 th  June  1958  a t  the  Un i ted  Na t ions  Confe rence  on  

In te rna t i ona l  Commerc ia l  A rb i t ra t i on  has  been  s igned  i n  New York  a  Conven t ion  on  

the  Recogn i t i on  and  En fo rcem ent  o f  Fo re ig n  Arb i t ra l  Awards ,  

Des i rous  o f  p romot ing  the  deve lopment  o f  E uropean  t rade  by ,  as  f ar  as  poss ib le ,  

remov ing  ce r ta in  d i f f i cu l t i es  tha t  may impede  the  o rgan iza t i on  and  opera t i on  o f  

i n te rna t i ona l  commerc ia l  a rb i t ra t i on  i n  re la t i ons  be tween  phys i ca l  or  l ega l  pe rsons  

o f  d i f f e ren t  European  coun t r i es ,  

Have  agreed  on  the  f o l l ow ing  p rov i s ions :  

 

 

Art ic le  I  -  Scope of  the  Convent ion  

 

1 .  Th i s  Conven t ion  sha l l  app l y :  

(a )  to  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reements  conc luded  f o r  the  pu rpose  o f  se t t l i ng  d i spu tes  

a r i s i ng  f rom in te rna t i ona l  t rade  be tween  phys i ca l  o r  l ega l  pe rsons  hav ing ,  

when  conc lud ing  the  agreement ,  t he i r  hab i tua l  p lace  o f  res idence  or  the i r  

sea t  i n  d i f f e ren t  Con t rac t i ng  S ta tes ;  

(b )  to  a rb i t ra l  p rocedures  and  awards  based  on  agreements  re f e r red  to  i n  

pa ragraph  1 (a )  above .  

2 .  Fo r  the  purpose  o f  th i s  Conven t ion ,  

(a )  the  te rm "a r b i t ra t i on  ag reement "  sha l l  mean  e i the r  an  a rb i t ra l  c lause  i n  a  

con t rac t  o r  an  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  be ing  s igned  by  the  par t i es ,  o r  

con ta ined  i n  an  exchange  o f  l e t te rs ,  te leg rams ,  o r  i n  a  commun ica t i on  by  

te lep r in te r  and ,  i n  re la t i ons  be tween  S ta tes  whose  l aws  do  no t  requ i re  tha t  

an  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  be  made  in  wr i t i ng ,  any  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  

conc luded  i n  the  f o rm au thor i zed  by  these  l aws ;  

(b )  the  te rm "a rb i t ra t i on "  sha l l  mean  no t  on l y  se t t l ement  by  a rb i t ra t o rs  

appo in ted  f o r  each  case  (ad  hoc  a rb i t r a t i on )  bu t  a l so  by  p e rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  

i ns t i tu t i ons ;  

(c )  the  te rm "sea t "  sha l l  mean  the  p lace  o f  the  s i tua t i on  o f  the  es tab l i shment  

tha t  has  made  the  a rb i t ra t i on  agreement .  

 

  



Art ic le  I I  -  R ight  o f  lega l  persons of  publ ic  law  to  resor t  to  arb i t ra t ion  

 

1 .  In  the  cases  re fe r red  to  i n  A r t i c l e  I ,  pa ragraph  1 ,  o f  th i s  Conven t ion ,  l ega l  

pe rsons  cons ide red  by  the  l aw wh ich  is  app l icab le  to  them as  " l ega l  pe rsons  o f  

pub l i c  l aw"  have  the  r i gh t  to  conc lud e  va l i d  arb i t ra t i on  ag reements .  

2 .  On  s ign ing ,  ra t i f y i ng  o r  acced ing  to  th i s  Conven t ion  any  S ta te  sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  

dec la re  tha t  i t  l im i t s  the  above  f acu l t y  to  such  cond i t i ons  as  may be  s ta ted  i n  i ts  

dec la ra t i on .  

 

Art ic le  I I I  -  R ight  o f  fore ign na t iona ls  to  be  des igna ted as  arb i t ra tors  

 

I n  a rb i t ra t i on  cover ed  by  th i s  Conven t ion ,  f o re ign  na t i ona ls  may be  des igna ted  as  

a rb i t ra to rs .  

 

Art ic le  IV  -  Organiza t ion of  the  arb i t ra t ion  

 

1 .  The  par t i es  to  an  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  sha l l  be  f ree  to  submi t  the i r  d i spu tes :  

(a )  to  a  pe rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  i ns t i tu t i on ;  i n  th i s  case ,  the  a rb i t ra t i on  

p roceed ings  sha l l  be  he ld  i n  confo rmi ty  w i th  the  ru les  o f  the  sa id  i ns t i tu t i on ;  

(b )  to  an  ad  hoc  a rb i t r a l  p rocedure ;  i n  th i s  case ,  they  sha l l  be  f ree  i n te r  a l i a :  

( i )  to  appo in t  a rb i t ra to rs  o r  to  es tab l i sh  means  f o r  the i r  appo in tme n t  i n  

the  even t  o f  an  ac tua l  d i spu te ;  

( i i )  t o  de te rmin e  the  p l ace  o f  a rb i t ra t i on ;  and 

( i i i )  t o  l ay  down the  p rocedure  to  be  f o l l owed  by  the  a rb i t ra to rs .  

2 .  W here  the  par t i es  have  agreed  to  submi t  any  d i spu tes  to  an  ad  hoc  a rb i t ra t i on ,  

and  where  w i th in  t h i r t y  days  o f  the  no t i f i ca t i on  o f  the  reques t  f o r  a rb i t ra t i on  to  the  

responden t  one  o f  the  pa r t i es  f a i l s  to  appo in t  h i s  a rb i t ra to r ,  the  l a t te r  sha l l ,  un less  

o the rw ise  p rov ided ,  be  appo in ted  a t  the  reques t  o f  the  o the r  pa r ty  by  the  Pres iden t  

o f  the  competen t  Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f  the  coun t ry  o f  the  de fau l t i ng  pa r ty ' s  

hab i tua l  p lace  o f  res idence  o r  sea t  a t  the  t ime  o f  the  i n t roduc t i on  o f  the  reques t  f o r  

a rb i t ra t i on .  Th i s  pa ragraph  sha l l  a lso  app ly  to  the  rep lacement  o f  the  a rb i t ra to r (s )  

appo in ted  by  one  o f  t he  pa r t i es  o r  by  the  Pres iden t  o f  the  Chamber  o f  Commerce  

above  re f e r red  to .  

3 .  W here  the  par t i es  have  agreed  to  submi t  any  d i spu tes  to  an  ad  hoc  a rb i t ra t i on  by  

one  o r  mo re  a rb i t ra to rs  and  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  con ta ins  no  i nd i ca t i on  

regard ing  the  o rgan iza t i on  o f  the  a rb i t ra t i on ,  as  men t ioned  i n  pa ragraph  1  o f  th i s  

a r t i c l e ,  the  necessary  s teps  sha l l  be  taken  by  the  a rb i t ra to r (s )  a l ready  appo in ted ,  

un less  the  par t i es  a re  ab le  to  ag ree  the reon  and  w i thou t  p re jud i ce  to  the  case  

re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  2  above .  W here  the  par t i es  canno t  ag ree  on  the  

appo in tmen t  o f  the  so le  a rb i t ra to r  o r  whe re  t he  a rb i t ra to rs  appo in ted  canno t  ag ree  

on  the  measures  to  be  taken ,  the  c la iman t  sha l l  app ly  f o r  the  necessary  ac t i on ,  

where  the  p lace  o f  a rb i t ra t i on  has  been  agreed  u pon  by  the  par t i es ,  a t  h i s  op t i on  to  

the  Pres iden t  o f  the  Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f  the  p lace  o f  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reed  upon  

o r  to  the  Pres iden t  o f  the  competen t  Chambe r  o f  Commerce  o f  the  responden t ' s  

hab i tua l  p lace  o f  res idence  o r  sea t  a t  the  t ime  o f  the  i n t rod uc t i on  o f  the  reques t  f o r  

a rb i t ra t i on .  W here  such  a  p lace  has  no t  been agreed  upon ,  the  c la iman t  sha l l  be  

en t i t l ed  a t  h i s  op t i on  to  app ly  f o r  the  necessary  ac t i on  e i the r  to  the  Pres iden t  o f  the  

competen t  Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f  the  coun t ry  o f  the  responden t ' s  hab i tua l  p lace  

o f  res idence  o r  sea t  a t  the  t ime  o f  the  i n t roduc t i on  o f  the  reques t  fo r  a rb i t ra t i on ,  o r  

to  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  whose  compos i t i on  and  p rocedure  a re  spe c i f i ed  i n  the  



Annex  to  th i s  Conven t ion .  W here  the  c la iman t  f a i l s  to  exerc i se  the  r i gh t s  g i ven  to  

h im under  th i s  pa ragraph  the  responden t  o r  t he  a rb i t ra to r (s )  sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  do  

so .  

4 .  W hen  se i zed  o f  a  reques t  the  P res iden t  o r  the  Spec ia l  Commi t te e  sha l l  be  

en t i t l ed  as  need  be :  

(a )  to  appo in t  the  so le  a rb i t ra to r ,  p res id ing  a rb i t ra to r ,  ump i re ,  o r  re f e ree ;  

(b )  to  rep lace  the  a rb i t ra to r (s )  appo in ted  under  any  p rocedu re  o the r  than  tha t  

re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  2  above ;  

(c )  to  de te rmine  the  p lace  o f  a rb i t ra t i on ,  p rov ided  tha t  the  a r b i t ra t o r (s )  may 

f i x  ano ther  p lace  o f  a rb i t ra t i on ;  

(d )  to  es tab l i sh  d i rec t ly  o r  by  re f e rence  to  the  ru les  and  s ta tu tes  o f  a  

pe rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  i ns t i tu t i on  the  ru les  o f  p rocedure  to  be  f o l l owed  by  the  

a rb i t ra to r (s ) ,  p rov ided  tha t  the  a rb i t ra to rs  have  no t  es tab l i shed  these  ru les  

themse lves  i n  the  absence  o f  any  agreeme nt  the reon  be tween  the  par t i es .  

5 .  W here  the  par t i es  have  agreed  to  submi t  the i r  d i spu tes  to  a  pe rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  

i ns t i tu t i on  w i thou t  de termin ing  the  i ns t i tu t i on  i n  ques t i on  and  canno t  ag ree  th e reon ,  

the  c la iman t  may reques t  the  de te rmina t i on  o f  such  i ns t i tu t i on  i n  con fo rmi ty  w i th  the  

p rocedure  re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  3  above .  

6 .  W here  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  does  no t  spec i f y  the  mode  o f  a rb i t ra t i on  

(a rb i t ra t i on  by  a  pe rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  i ns t i tu t ion  o r  an  ad  hoc  a rb i t r a t i on )  to  wh ich  the  

par t i es  have  agreed  to  submi t  the i r  d i spu te ,  and  where  the  par t i es  canno t  ag ree  

the reon ,  the  c la iman t  sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  have  recourse  i n  th i s  case  to  the  

p rocedure  re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  3  above  t o  de te rmi ne  the  ques t i on .  The  

Pres iden t  o f  the  competen t  Chambe r  o f  Commerce  o r  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee ,  sha l l  

be  en t i t l ed  e i the r  to  re f e r  the  pa r t i es  to  a  pe rmanen t  a rb i t ra l  i ns t i tu t i on  o r  to  

reques t  the  pa r t i es  to  appo in t  the i r  a rb i t ra to rs  w i th in  such  t ime - l imi t s  as  the  

Pres iden t  o f  the  competen t  Chambe r  o f  Commerce  o r  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  may 

have  f i xed  and  to  ag ree  w i th in  such  t ime - l imi t s  on  the  necessary  measures  f o r  the  

f unc t i on ing  o f  the  a rb i t ra t i on .  In  the  l a t te r  case ,  the  p rov i s ions  o f  pa ragraphs  2 ,  3  

and  4  o f  th is  A r t i c l e  sha l l  app l y .  

7 .  W here  w i th in  a  pe r iod  o f  s i x ty  days  f rom the  moment  when  he  was  reques ted  to  

f u l f i l  one  o f  the  f unc t i ons  se t  ou t  i n  pa ragraphs  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5  and  6  o f  th i s  A r t i c l e ,  the  

P res iden t  o f  the  Chamber  o f  Commerce  des igna ted  by  v i r tue  o f  these  paragraphs  

has  no t  f u l f i l l ed  one  o f  these  f unc t i ons ,  the  pa r ty  reques t i ng  sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  ask  

the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  to  do  so .  

 

Art ic le  V  -  P lea  as  to  arb i t ra l  jur isd ic t ion  

 

1 .  The  par ty  wh ich  i n tends  to  ra i se  a  p lea  as  to  the  a rb i t ra to r ' s  ju r i sd ic t i on  based  on  

the  f ac t  tha t  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  was  e i the r  non -ex i s ten t  o r  nu l l  and  vo id  o r  

had  l apsed  sha l l  do  so dur ing  the  a rb i t ra t i on  p roceed ings ,  no t  l a te r  than  the  

de l i ve ry  o f  i t s  s ta tement  o f  c l a im o r  de fence  re la t i ng  to  the  subs tance  o f  the  

d i spu te ;  those  based  on  the  f ac t  tha t  an  a rb i t ra to r  has  exceeded  h i s  te rms  o f  

re f e rence  sha l l  be  ra i sed  dur ing  the  a rb i t ra t i on  p roceed ings  as  soon  as  the  ques t i on  

on  wh ich  the  a rb i t ra to r  i s  a l l eged  to  have  no  ju r i sd i c t i on  is  ra i sed  dur ing  the  a rb i t r a l  

p rocedure .  W here  the  de lay  i n  ra i s ing  the  p lea  i s  due  to  a  cause  wh ich  the  

a rb i t ra to r  deems  jus t i f ied ,  the  a rb i t ra to r  sha l l  dec la re  the  p lea  admiss ib le .  

 

2 .  P leas  to  the  ju r i sd i c t i on  re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  1  above  tha t  have  no t  been  

ra i sed  dur ing  the  t ime- l imi t s  the re  re f e r red  to ,  may no t  be  en te red  e i the r  du r ing  a  

subsequen t  s tage  o f  the  a rb i t ra l  p roceed ings  where  they  a re  p leas  l e f t  to  the  so le  



d isc re t i on  o f  the  pa r t i es  under  the  l aw app l i cab le  by  the  a rb i t ra to r ,  o r  du r ing  

subsequen t  cour t  p roceed ing s  concern ing  the  subs tance  o r  the  enfo rcement  o f  the  

award  where  such  p leas  a re  l e f t  to  the  d i sc re t i on  o f  the  pa r t i es  under  the  ru le  o f  

con f l i c t  o f  the  cour t  se i zed  o f  the  subs tance  o f  the  d ispu te  o r  the  en fo rcement  o f  

the  award .  The  a rb i t ra to r ' s  dec i s ion  on  the  de lay  i n  ra i s i ng  the  p lea ,  w i l l ,  however ,  

be  sub jec t  to  jud i c ia l  con t ro l .  

3 .  Sub jec t  to  any  subsequen t  jud i c ia l  con t ro l  p rov ided  f o r  under  the  l ex  f o r i ,  t he  

a rb i t ra to r  whose  ju r i sd i c t i on  i s  ca l l ed  i n  quest i on  sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  p roceed  w i th  

the  a rb i t ra t i on ,  to  ru le  on  h i s  own ju r i sd i c t i on  and  to  dec ide  upon  the  ex i s tence  o r  

the  va l i d i t y  o f  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  o r  o f  the  con t rac t  o f  wh ich  the  agreement  

f o rms  par t .  

 

Art ic le  V I  -  Jur isdic t ion of  cour ts  of  law  

 

1 .  A  p lea  as  to  the  ju r i sd i c t i on  o f  the  cour t  made  be fo re  the  cour t  se i zed  by  e i the r  

pa r ty  to  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement ,  on  the  bas i s  o f  the  f ac t  tha t  an  a rb i t ra t i on  

ag reement  ex i s ts  sha l l ,  under  pena l t y  o f  es toppe l ,  be  p resen ted  by  the  responden t  

be fo re  o r  a t  the  same t ime  as  the  p resen ta t i on  o f  h is  subs tan t i a l  de fence ,  

depend ing  upon  whe ther  the  l aw o f  the  cour t  se i zed  regards  th i s  p lea  as  one  o f  

p rocedure  o r  o f  subs tance .  

2 .  In  tak ing  a  dec is ion concern ing  the  ex is tence  o r  the  va l i d i t y  o f  an  a rb i t ra t i on  

ag reement ,  cour ts  o f  Con t rac t i ng  S ta tes  sha l l  examine  the  va l i d i t y  o f  such  

agreement  w i th  re f e rence  to  the  capac i t y  o f  the  pa r t i es ,  under  the  l aw app l i cab le  to  

them,  and  w i t h  re f e rence  to  o the r  ques t i ons :  

(a )  under  the  l aw to  wh ich  the  par t i es  have  sub je c ted  the i r  a rb i t ra t i on  

ag reement ;  

(b )  f a i l i ng  any  i nd ica t ion  the reon ,  under  the  l aw o f  the  coun t ry  i n  wh ich  the  

award  i s  to  be  made ;  

(c )  f a i l i ng  any  i nd i ca t ion  as  to  the  l aw to  wh ich  the  par t i es  have  sub jec ted  the  

agreement ,  and  where  a t  the  t ime  when  th e  ques t i on  i s  ra i sed  i n  cour t  the  

coun t ry  i n  wh ich  the  award  i s  to  be  made  canno t  be  de te rmined ,  under  the  

competen t  l aw by  v i r tue  o f  the  ru les  o f  conf l i c t  o f  t he  cour t  se i zed  o f  the  

d i spu te .  

The  cour ts  may a l so  re f use  recogni t i on  o f  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag ree men t  i f  under  the  l aw 

o f  the i r  coun t ry  the  d i spu te  i s  no t  capab l e  o f  se t t l ement  by  a rb i t ra t i on .  

3 .  W here  e i the r  pa r ty  to  an  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  has  i n i t i a ted  a rb i t ra t i on  

p roceed ings  befo re  any  resor t  i s  had  to  a  cour t ,  cour ts  o f  Con t rac t ing  S ta tes  

subsequen t l y  asked  to  dea l  w i th  the  same sub jec t -mat te r  be tween  t he  same par t i es  

o r  w i th  the  ques t i on  whe ther  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  was  non -ex i s ten t  o r  nu l l  and  

vo id  o r  had  l apsed ,  sha l l  s tay  the i r  ru l i ng  on  the  a rb i t ra to r ' s  ju r i sd i c t i on  un t i l  t he  

a rb i t ra l  award  i s  made ,  un less  they  have  good  and  subs t an t i a l  reasons  to  the  

con t ra ry .  

4 .  A  reques t  f o r  i n te r im measures  o r  measures  o f  conserva t i on  addressed  to  a  

jud i c ia l  au tho r i t y  sha l l  no t  be  deemed incompat ib le  w i th  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement ,  

o r  regarded  as  a  submiss ion  o f  the  subs tance  o f  the  case  to  the  cour t .  

 

  

 

Art ic le  V I I  -  Appl icable  law  

 



1 .  The  par t i es  sha l l  be f ree  to  de te rmine ,  by  ag reement ,  the  l aw to  be  app l i ed  by  

the  a rb i t ra to rs  to  the  subs tance  o f  the  d i spu te .  Fa i l i ng  any  i nd i ca t i on  by  the  par t i e s  

as  to  the  app l i cab le  l aw,  the  a rb i t ra to rs  sha l l  app l y  the  p roper  l aw under  the  ru le  o f  

con f l i c t  tha t  the  a rb i t ra to rs  deem app l i cab le .  In  bo th  cases  the  a rb i t ra to rs  sha l l  t ake  

accoun t  o f  the  te rms  o f  the  con t rac t  and  t rade  usages .  

2 .  The  a rb i t ra to rs  sha l l  ac t  as  amiab les  compos i teu rs  i f  t he  pa r t i es  so  dec ide  and  i f  

t hey  may do  so  under  the  l aw app l i cab le  to  the  a rb i t ra t i on .  

 

Art ic le  V I I I  -  Reasons  for  the  aw ard  

 

The  par t i es  sha l l  be  p resumed to  have  ag reed  tha t  reasons  sha l l  be  g i ven  f o r  the  

award  un less  they :  

(a )  e i the r  express l y  dec la re  tha t  reasons  sha l l  no t  be  g i ven ;  o r  

(b )  have  assen ted  to  an  a rb i t ra l  p rocedure  under  wh ich  i t  i s  no t  cus tomary  to  

g i ve  reasons  f o r  awards ,  p rov ided  tha t  i n  th i s  case  ne i the r  pa r ty  reques ts  

be fo re  the  end  o f  the  hear ing ,  o r  i f  t he re  has  no t  been  a  hear ing  then  be fo re  

the  mak ing  o f  the  award ,  tha t  reasons  be  g i ven .  

 

Art ic le  IX  -  Set t ing as ide  of  the  arb i t ra l  aw ard  

 

1 .  The  se t t i ng  as ide  i n  a  Con t rac t i ng  S ta te  o f  an  a rb i t ra l  award  covered  by  th i s  

Conven t ion  sha l l  on l y  cons t i tu te  a  g round  f o r  the  re f usa l  o f  recogni t i on  o r  

en fo rcement  i n  ano ther  Con t rac t i ng  S ta te  where  such  se t t i ng  as ide  took  p lace  i n  a  

S ta te  i n  wh ich ,  o r  under  the  l aw o f  wh ich ,  the  award  has  been  made  and  f o r  one  o f  

the  f o l l ow ing  reasons :  

(a )  the  pa r t i es  to  the  a rb i t ra t i on  ag reement  were  under  the  l aw app l i cab le  to  

them,  unde r  some incapac i t y  o r  the  sa id  ag reement  i s  no t  va l i d  under  the  l aw 

to  wh ich  the  par t i es  hav e  sub jec ted  i t  o r ,  f a i l ing  any  i nd i ca t i on  the reon ,  under  

the  l aw o f  the  coun t ry  where  the  award  was  made ,  o r  

(b )  the  pa r t y  reques t i ng  the  se t t i ng  as ide  o f  the  award  was  no t  g i ven  p roper  

no t i ce  o f  the  appo in tmen t  o f  the  a rb i t ra to r  o r  o f  the  a rb i t ra t i on  p ro ceed ings  o r  

was  o the rw ise  unab le  to  p resen t  h i s  case ;  o r  

(c )  the  award  dea ls  w i th  a  d i f f e rence  no t  con temp la ted  by  o r  no t  f a l l i ng  w i th in  

the  te rms  o f  the  submiss ion  to  a rb i t ra t i on ,  o r  i t  con ta ins  dec is ions  on  mat te rs  

beyond  the  scope  o f  the  submiss ion  to  a rb i t ra t i on ,  p rov ided  tha t ,  i f  t he  

dec i s ions  on  mat te rs  submi t ted  to  a rb i t ra t i on  can  be  separa ted  f rom those  

no t  so  submi t ted ,  tha t  pa r t  o f  the  award  wh ich  con ta ins  dec i s ions  on  mat te rs  

submi t ted  to  a rb i t ra t i on  need  no t  be  se t  as ide ;  

(d )  the  compos i t i on  o f  the  a rb i t ra l  au tho r i t y  o r  the  a rb i t ra l  p rocedure  was  no t  

i n  accordance  w i th  the agreement  o f  the  pa r t i es ,  o r  f a i l i ng  such  agreement ,  

w i th  the  p rov i s ions  o f  A r t i c l e  IV  o f  th i s  Conven t ion .  

2 .  In  re la t i ons  be tween  Con t rac t i ng  S ta tes  tha t  a re  a l so  pa r t i es  t o  the  New Yo rk  

Conven t ion  on  the  Recogn i t i on  and  Enfo rcement  o f  Fo re ign  Arb i t ra l  Awards  o f  10 th  

June  1958 ,  pa ragraph  1  o f  th is  A r t i c l e  l im i t s  the  app l i ca t i on  o f  A r t i c l e  V (1 ) (e )  o f  the  

New Yo rk  Conven t ion  so le l y  to  the  cases  o f  se t t i ng  as ide  se t  ou t  under  p a ragraph  1  

above .  

 

  



 

Art ic le  X  -  F ina l  c lauses  

 

1 .  Th i s  Conven t ion  i s  open  f o r  s igna tu re  o r  access ion  by  coun t r i es  members  o f  the  

Economic  Commiss ion f o r  Europe  and  coun t r i es  admi t ted  to  the  Commiss ion  i n  a  

consu l ta t i ve  capac i t y  under  pa ragraph  8  o f  the  C ommiss ion 's  te rms  o f  re f e rence .  

2 .  Such  coun t r i es  as  may par t i c i pa te  i n  ce r ta in  ac t i v i t i es  o f  the  Economic  

Commiss ion  f o r  Europe  i n  accordance  w i th  pa ragraph  11  o f  the  Commiss ion 's  te rms  

o f  re f e rence  may become Con t rac t i ng  Par t i es  to  th i s  Conven t ion  by  acced ing  

the re to  a f te r  i t s  en t ry  i n to  f o rce .  

3 .  The  Conven t ion  sha l l  be  open  f o r  s igna tu re  un t i l  31  December  1961  i nc lus i ve .  

Therea f te r ,  i t  sha l l  be  open  f o r  access ion .  

4 .  Th i s  Conven t ion  sha l l  be  ra t i f i ed .  

5 .  Ra t i f i ca t i on  o r  access ion  sha l l  be  e f f ec ted by  the  depos i t  o f  an  ins t rument  w i th  

the  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions .  

6 .  W hen  s ign ing ,  ra t i f y i ng  o r  acced ing  to  th is  Conven t ion ,  the  Con t rac t i ng  Par t i es  

sha l l  commun ica te  to  t he  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions  a  l i s t  o f  the  

Chambe rs  o f  Commerce  o r  o the r  i ns t i tu t i ons  i n  the i r  coun t ry  who  w i l l  exe rc i se  the  

f unc t i ons  con fe r red  by  v i r tue  o f  A r t i c l e  IV  o f  th i s  Conven t ion  on  Pres iden ts  o f  the  

competen t  Chambers  o f  Commerce .  

7 .  The  p rov i s ions  o f  the  p resen t  Conven t ion  sha l l  no t  a f f ec t  the  va l i d i t y  o f  

mu l t i l a te ra l  o r  b i l a te ra l  ag reements  concern ing  a rb i t ra t i on  en te red  i n to  by  

Con t rac t i ng  S ta tes .  

8 .  Th i s  Conven t ion  sha l l  come in to  f o rce  on  the  n ine t i e th  day  a f te r  f i ve  o f  the  

coun t r i es  re f e r red  to  in  pa ragraph  1  above  have  depos i ted  the i r  i ns t ruments  o f  

ra t i f i ca t i on  o r  access ion .  For  any  coun t r y  ra t i f y i ng  o r  acceding  to  i t  l a te r  th i s  

Conven t ion  sha l l  en te r  i n to  f o rce  on  the  n ine t i e th  day  a f te r  the  sa id  coun t ry  has  

depos i ted  i t s  i ns t rumen t  o f  ra t i f i ca t i on  o r  access ion .  

9 .  Any  Con t rac t i ng  Par ty  may denounce  th i s  Conven t ion  by  so  n o t i f y i ng  the  

Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions .  Denunc ia t i on  sha l l  t ake  e f f ec t  twe lve  

months  a f te r  the  da te  o f  rece ip t  by  the  Sec reta ry -Genera l  o f  th e  no t i f i ca t i on  o f  

denunc ia t i on .  

10 .  I f ,  a f te r  the  en t ry  i n to  f o rce  o f  th is  Conven t ion ,  the  number  o f  Con t rac t i ng  

Par t i es  i s  reduced ,  as  a  resu l t  o f  denunc ia t i ons ,  to  l ess  than  f i ve ,  the  Conven t ion  

sha l l  cease  to  be  i n  f orce  f rom the  da te  on  wh ich  the  l as t  o f  s uch  denunc ia t i ons  

takes  e f f ec t .  

11 .  The  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions  sha l l  no t i f y  th e  coun t r i es  re f e r red  

to  i n  pa ragraph  1 ,  and  the  coun t r i es  wh ich  have  become Con t rac t i ng  Par t i es  under  

pa ragraph  2  above ,  o f :  

(a )  dec la ra t i ons  made  under  A r t i c l e  I I ,  pa ragraph  2 ;  

(b )  ra t i f i ca t i ons  and  access ions  under  pa ragraphs  1  and  2  above ;  

(c )  commun ica t i ons  rece i ved  i n  pu rsuance  of  pa ragraph  6  above ;  

(d )  the  da tes  o f  en t ry  i n to  f o rce  o f  th is  Conven t ion  i n  acc ordance  wi th  

pa ragraph  8  above ;  

(e )  denunc i a t i ons  under  pa ragraph  9  above ;  

( f )  the  te rmina t i on  o f  th i s  Conven t ion  i n  accordance  w i th  pa ragraph  10  above .  

 



12 .  A f te r  31  December  1961 ,  the  o r i g ina l  o f  th i s  Conven t ion  sha l l  be  depos i ted  w i th  

the  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions ,  who  sha l l  t ransmi t  ce r t i f i ed  t rue  cop ies  

to  each  o f  the  coun t r i es  men t ion ed  i n  pa ragraphs  1  and  2  above .  

IN  W ITNESS W HEREOF the  unders igned ,  be ing  du l y  au thor i zed  the re t o ,  have  

s igned  th i s  Conven t ion.  

DONE a t  Geneva ,  th i s  twen ty - f i r s t  day  o f  Apr i l ,  one  thousand  n ine  hundred  and  

s i x ty -one ,  i n  a  s ing le  copy  i n  the  Eng l i sh ,  F rench  and  Russ ian  l anguages ,  each  tex t  

be ing  equa l l y  au then t ic .  

 

Annex -  Composi t ion and procedure  o f  the  spec ia l  commit tee  re fer red to  in  

Ar t ic le  IV  of  the  Convent ion  

 

1 .  The  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  re f e r red  to  i n  A r t i c l e  IV  o f  the  Conv en t ion  sha l l  cons is t  o f  

two  regu la r  members  and  a  Cha i rman .  One  o f  the  regu la r  members  sha l l  be  e lec ted  

by  the  Chambers  o f  Commerce  o r  o the r  i ns t i tu t i ons  des igna ted ,  under  A r t i c l e  X,  

pa ragraph  6 ,  o f  the  Conven t ion ,  by  S ta tes  i n  wh ich  a t  the  t ime  when  the  C onven t ion  

i s  open  to  s igna tu re  Na t iona l  Commi t tees  o f  the  In te rna t i ona l  Chamber  o f  

Commerce  ex i s t ,  and  wh ich  a t  the  t ime  o f  the  e lec t i on  a re  pa r t i es  to  the  Conven t ion .  

The  o the r  member  sha l l  be  e lec ted  by  the  Chambers  o f  Commerce  o r  o the r  

i ns t i tu t i ons  des i gna ted,  under  A r t i c l e  X,  pa ragraph  6 ,  o f  the  Conven t ion ,  by  S ta tes  

i n  wh ich  a t  the  t ime  when  the  Conven t ion  i s  open  to  s igna tu re  no  Na t iona l  

Commi t tees  o f  the  In terna t i ona l  Chamber  o f  Commerce  ex i s t  and  wh ich  a t  the  t ime  

o f  the  e lec t i on  a re  pa r t i es  to  the  Conven t ion .  

2 .  The  persons  who  a re  to  ac t  as  Cha i rman  o f  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  pursuan t  to  

pa ragraph  7  o f  th i s  Annex  sha l l  a l so  be  e lec ted  i n  l i ke  manner  by  t he  Chambe rs  o f  

Commerce  o r  o the r  i ns t i tu t i ons  re f e r red  t o  i n  pa ragraph  1  o f  th i s  Annex .  

3 .  The  Chambers  o f  Commerce  o r  o the r  i ns t i tu t i ons  re f e r red  to  i n  pa ragraph  1  o f  

th i s  Annex  sha l l  e lec t  a l te rna tes  a t  the  same t ime  and  i n  the  same manner  as  they  

e lec t  the  Cha i rman  and  o the r  regu la r  membe rs ,  i n  case  o f  the  tempora ry  i nab i l i t y  o f  

the  Cha i rman o r  re gu l a r  membe rs  to  ac t .  In  the  even t  o f  the  permanen t  i nab i l i t y  to  

ac t  o r  o f  the  res igna t i on  o f  a  Cha i rman  o r  o f  a  regu la r  membe r ,  then  the  a l te rna te  

e lec ted  to  rep lace  h im sha l l  become,  as  the  case  may be ,  the  Cha i rman  o r  regu la r  

member ,  and  the  g roup  o f  Ch ambers  o f  Commerce  o r  o the r  i ns t i tu t ions  wh ich  had  

e lec ted  the  a l te rna te  who  has  become Cha i rman  o r  regu la r  membe r  sha l l  e lec t  

ano ther  a l te rna te .  

4 .  The  f i r s t  e lec t i ons  to  the  Commi t tee  sha l l  be  he ld  w i th in  n ine ty  days  f rom the  

da te  o f  the  depos i t  o f  the  f i f t h  i ns t rument  o f  ra t i f i ca t i on  o r  access ion .  Chambe rs  o f  

Commerce  and  o the r  i ns t i tu t i ons  des igna ted  by  S igna to ry  S ta tes  who  a re  no t  ye t  

pa r t i es  to  the  Conven t ion  sha l l  a lso  be  en t i t l ed  to  take  par t  i n  these  e lec t i ons .  I f  

however  i t  shou ld  no t  be  poss ib le  to  ho ld  e lec t i ons  w i th in  the  p rescr ibed  per iod ,  the  

en t ry  i n to  f o rce  o f  pa ragraphs  3  to  7  o f  A r t i c l e  IV  o f  the  Conven t ion  sha l l  be  

pos tponed  un t i l  e lec t i ons  a re  he ld  as  p rov ided  f o r  above .  

5 .  Sub jec t  to  the  p rov i s ions  o f  pa ragraph  7  be low,  the  members  o f  the  Spec ia l  

Commi t tee  sha l l  be  e lec ted  f o r  a  te rm o f  f ou r  years .  New e lec t i ons  sha l l  be  he ld  

w i th in  the  f i r s t  s i x  mon ths  o f  the  f ou r th  year  fo l l ow ing  the  p rev ious  e lec t i ons .  

Never the less ,  i f  a  new p rocedure  f o r  the  e lec t i on  o f  the  members  o f  the  Spec ia l  

Commi t tee  has  no t  p roduced  resu l t s ,  the  members  p rev ious l y  e lec ted  sha l l  con t i nue  

to  exerc i se  the i r  f unc t ions  un t i l  t he  e lec t i on  o f  new members .  

6 .  The  resu l t s  o f  the  e lec t i ons  o f  the  members  o f  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  sha l l  be  

commun ica ted  to  the  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Na t ions  who  sha l l  no t i f y  the  

S ta tes  re f e r red  to  i n  Ar t i c l e  X,  pa ragraph  1 ,  o f  the  Conven t ion  and  the  S ta tes  wh ich  

have  become Con t rac t i ng  Par t i es  under  A r t i c l e  X,  pa ragraph  2 .  The  Sec re ta ry -

Genera l  sha l l  l i kew ise  no t i f y  the  sa id  S ta te s  o f  any  pos tponement  and  o f  the  en t ry  



i n to  f o rce  o f  pa ragraphs  3  to  7  o f  A r t i c l e  IV  o f  the  Conven t ion  i n  pu rsuanc e  o f  

pa ragraph  4  o f  th i s  Annex .  

7 .  The  persons  e lec ted  to  the  o f f i ce  o f  Cha i rman  sha l l  exe rc i se  the i r  f unc t i ons  i n  

ro ta t i on ,  each  dur ing  a  pe r iod  o f  two  years .  The  ques t i on  wh ich  o f  these  two  

persons  sha l l  ac t  as  Cha i rman  dur ing  the  f i r s t  two -yea r  pe r iod  a f te r  the  en t ry  i n to  

f o rce  o f  the  Conven t ion  sha l l  be  dec ided  by  the  d raw ing  o f  l o ts .  The  o f f i ce  o f  

Cha i rman  sha l l  t he rea f te r  be  ves ted ,  f o r  e ach  success i ve  two -year  pe r iod ,  i n  the  

pe rson  e lec ted  Cha i rman  by  the  g roup  o f  coun t r i es  o the r  than  tha t  by  wh ich  the  

Cha i rman  exerc i s ing  h i s  f unc t i ons  dur ing  the immed ia te l y  p reced i ng  two -yea r  pe r iod  

was  e lec ted .  

8 .  The  re f e rence  to  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  o f  one  o f  the  reques ts  re f e r red  to  i n  

pa ragraphs  3  to  7  o f  the  a fo resa id  A r t i c l e  IV  sha l l  be  addressed  to  the  Execu t i ve  

Sec re ta ry  o f  the  Economic  Commiss ion  f o r  Europe .  The  Execu t i ve  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  i n  

the  f i r s t  i ns tance  l ay  the  reques t  be fo re  the  member  o f  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  

e lec ted  by  the  g roup  o f  coun t r i es  o the r  than  tha t  by  wh ich  the  Cha i rman  ho ld ing  

o f f i ce  a t  the  t ime  o f  the  i n t roduc t i on  o f  the  reques t  was  e lec ted .  The  p roposa l  o f  the  

member  app l i ed  to  i n  the  f i r s t  i ns tance  sha l l  be  commun ica ted  by  t he  Execu t i ve  

Sec re ta ry  to  the  o the r  member  o f  the  Commi t tee  and ,  i f  t ha t  o the r  member  ag rees  to  

th i s  p roposa l ,  i t  sha l l  be  deemed to  be  the  Commi t tee 's  ru l i ng  and  sha l l  be  

commun ica ted  as  such by  the  Execu t i ve  Sec re ta ry  to  the  pe rson  who  made  the  

reques t .  

9 .  I f  t he  two  members  o f  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee  app l i ed  to  by  the  Execu t i ve  

Sec re ta ry  a re  unab le  t o  ag ree  on  a  ru l i ng  by  co r respondence ,  the  Execu t i ve  

Sec re ta ry  o f  the  Economic  Commiss ion  f o r  Europe  sha l l  convene  a  meet ing  o f  the  

sa id  Commi t tee  a t  Geneva  i n  an  a t tempt  to  s ecure  a  unan imous  dec i s ion  on  the  

reques t .  In  the  absence  o f  unan imi ty ,  the  Commi t tee 's  dec i s ion  sha l l  be  g i ven  by  a  

ma jo r i t y  vo te  and  sha l l  be  commun ica ted  by  t he  Execu t i ve  Sec re ta ry  to  t he  person  

who  made  the  reques t .  

10 .  The  expenses  co nnec ted  w i th  the  Spec ia l  Commi t tee 's  ac t i on  sha l l  be  advanced  

by  the  person  reques t i ng  such  ac t i on  bu t  sha l l  be  cons ide red  as  cos ts  i n  the  cause .  


