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Agenda
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10 September 2025

09:00-09:30
Welcome coffee and registration

09:30-09:40
GAR opening remarks

09:40-09:50

Co-chairs’ opening remarks

Carmen Martinez Lopez, partner, Three Crowns

Philippe Pinsolle, head of international arbitration for continental Europe,
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

Eduardo Silva Romero, founding partner, Wordstone Dispute Resolution

09:50-10:50
Civil law unpacked: how investment arbitration has been influenced by it
As investor-state disputes continue to evolve, civil law traditions have gained
prominence. This panel will examine how civil law principles influence
procedural developments, the evolving nuances within this legal framework,
and the practical implications for effectively navigating civil law-based
systems.
Expect discussion on:
« The influence of civil law in investment arbitration procedure - for better?
« Breach of treaty or international responsibility - the state as a sovereign
or merchant
« The intersection of administrative and civil law

10:50-11:20
Coffee break

11:20-12:20
GAR Live Horizons: a spotlight on South-East Asia
GAR is pleased to welcome leading practitioners from South-East Asia to
share their perspectives on key regional issues, and to compare how each
jurisdiction addresses the challenges and developments shaping arbitration in
East Asia.
Expect discussion on:

« Support for arbitration from the court system

« Key developments in the regions

« Client expectations

o Cultural restraint vs procedural commitment - shifting attitudes towards

full-scale legal proceedings

12:20-13:20
Networking lunch

14:20-15:20
The witness dilemma: are fact witnesses fit for purpose?
This session challenges long-held assumptions within civil law traditions -
particularly the belief that company employees can provide objective
testimony. The panel will explore current witness practices, if they serve
fairness and efficiency and changing expectations around witness credibility in
civil law arbitration.
Expect discussion on:

« The pros and cons of fact witnesses

Do civil law arbitrators want a story?

» Cross-examination pitfalls — keeping the tribunal on your side

15:20-15:50
Coffee break

15:50-16:50
Sector focus: construction disputes and civil law
As construction activity surges globally, disputes in the sector are increasingly
shaped by a blend of legal traditions. This panel will explore how construction
arbitration has become a legal melting pot where civil law judges, common
law arbitrators, and hybrid contractual frameworks collide.
Expect discussion on:
« Navigating mixed legal systems - disputes across civil and common law
frameworks
« FIDIC meets civil law - applying English-style contracts in civil law
jurisdictions
« Enforcement challenges when civil law judges interpret common law
reasoning
« Technical traps - tackling concurrent delay, global claims and
subcontracting in arbitration

16:50-17:00
Co-chairs’ round up of day 1

19:00-22:00
All delegates are invited to an all-conference dinner kindly hosted by Delta
Consulting Group

REGISTER HERE

Members can enjoy a 10% discount using the code DISARB-10 at checkout.

Group rates are available for private practitioners.

In-house counsel and government representatives are welcome on a complimentary basis.


https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/nyG2ZR?RefId=DISARB-R
https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/VMPyEQ?RefId=DISARB-H
https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/nyG2ZR?RefId=DISARB-R
https://www.disarb.org/en/
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11 September 2025

09:00-09:30
Welcome coffee and registration

09:30-09:35

Co-chairs’ opening remarks

Carmen Martinez Lopez, partner, Three Crowns

Philippe Pinsolle, head of international arbitration for continental Europe, Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Eduardo Silva Romero, founding partner, Wordstone Dispute Resolution

09:35-10:05
Fireside chat

10:05-10:30
Coffee break

10:30-11:30
GAR Live Horizons: a spotlight on Brazil
GAR is pleased to welcome leading practitioners from Brazil to share their perspectives on key issues and challenges in the region.
Expect discussion on:
« Guerilla tactics - examining aggressive procedural strategies
« The arbitrator’s duty of disclosure

11:30-12:30
Mind the gap: rethinking contract interpretation and advocacy
This session dispels common myths about civil law in arbitration, exploring how its methods shape contract interpretation, claim structure, and oral
advocacy.
Expect discussion on:
« The guiding principles behind contract interpretation
« The objective v subjective approach
« Consideration of extrinsic evidence and commercial context
o Where are the areas of overlap?

12:30-12:40

Co-chairs’ closing remarks

Carmen Martinez Lopez, partner, Three Crowns

Philippe Pinsolle, head of international arbitration for continental Europe, Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Eduardo Silva Romero, founding partner, Wordstone Dispute Resolution

12:40-13:40
All delegates are invited to join a closing lunch

REGISTER HERE

Members can enjoy a 10% discount using the code DISARB-10 at checkout.

Group rates are available for private practitioners.
In-house counsel and government representatives are welcome on a complimentary basis.


https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/nyG2ZR?RefId=DISARB-R
https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/VMPyEQ?RefId=DISARB-H
https://events.globalarbitrationreview.com/nyG2ZR?RefId=DISARB-R
https://www.disarb.org/en/

