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ESG has moved far beyond being a voluntary commitment. National and international regulations,
particularly at the EU level, are increasingly transforming ESG principles into binding obligations, from
climate and environmental risk management to human rights, supply chain due diligence, and corporate
governance. With stricter rules come greater legal risks for companies and, inevitably, more disputes.

Arbitration is attracting growing attention in this context. This session of the Lunch DIScussions series will
explore how arbitration’s features of confidentiality, flexibility, and international enforceability may make it
a particularly relevant mechanism for resolving ESG-related conflicts. The panel will also consider whether
arbitration institutions should develop specific rules to address the growing humber of ESG disputes,
examine ESG issues in both commercial and investor-state arbitration, review the role of ESG clauses in
contractual agreements, and explore proactive measures to reduce the risk of such disputes. At the same
time, the rapidly evolving legal framework around ESG obligations is creating new challenges and
opportunities for both businesses and practitioners, which the panel will also examine in detail.
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Welcome address

Karsten Grillitsch
German Arbitration Institute (DIS), Bonn/Berlin

Discussion

Anke Meier
Noerr, Frankfurt

Sabrina Streicher
BASF, Ludwigshafen

Moderator

Kathrin Asschenfeldt
Baumann Resolving Disputes, Hamburg

Registration

The event will be held in the form of a video conference. There will be an alternative option to participate
by audio only. Participation in this event is free of charge.

Please register by 7 October 2025 via the link below.

By registering you accept the DIS General Terms and Conditions for Conferences and Workshops.
Registered participants will receive the access details by email prior to the event.

Please address any questions to events@disarb.org.

> REGISTER HERE
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